
 

Your Launchpad to GROWTH in 2026! 
Tuesday, March 24, 2026 

 

8:00  Registration Opens and A Special Time for Sponsor & Cohost Conversations! 
 

8:40  Convening, Welcome and Introductions 
 

Opening Keynote:  “Your Vision – Your Team – Your Legacy” – Ross Bernstein 
Morning Program 
 

• Business by the Numbers - Tax Code Changes & Business Strategy Implications 
• Steering through Disruption – Discovering and Developing Opportunities 
• Employee Ownership and Community Impact  
• MN Competitions & Featured Startup Showcase Announcements  

 

11:30  Lunch & Networking  
11:50 to 12:30  Start-up Company Showcase (An optional opportunity) 

12:45  Reconvene and Introduction 
 

Technology Keynote:  “The AI Arena and Its Potential” - Matthew Versaggi  
1:10  Keynote Discussion – Exploring MN Opportunities 

 

Afternoon Program  
 

1:50– 3:20  GROWING TO SCALE with Ecosystem Insight and Support! 
 

Track 1: Positioning Digital Technology Companies to Scale  
a. Preparing Team and Operating Processes for Rapid Growth  
b. Cap Table Ownership Structure DOs & DON’Ts for Scaling  

 

Track 2: Navigating Change – Pathways to Business Ownership and Insights for Leadership  
a. Entrepreneurship Through Acquisition, Licensing, Franchising & Greater Minnesota Opportunities  
b. Valuing and Transitioning a Business in Good Times & Navigating Business Distress 
 

Track 3: Leveraging & Strategically Applying AI in Manufacturing, Production, and Retail 
a. Resources & Insights for Integrating Robotics/ML/AI and XR into Business Operations 
b. Employees – Building Relationships with Returning Military Service Members and Engineering &  

Trade Schools  
 

Track 4: Sales and Marketing for Success & AI Support Across SMB Operations  
a. Successful Sales & Marketing on a Stretched Budget 
b. AI Tools and Applications in SMB Operations 

 

3:30  Lifter Award Presentations – “Living Our Legacies” 
 

4:00  New Horizons – Featured Founders Showcase 
 

4:30  Closing & Reception 
5:30  Doors Close   


